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A Mr. Richard Di Dickin On, 
F At Wa are in Hinfde: 1 


DAR S185, # PSS. T0 
"OUR afflicted 1 5 0 ft 
tender /a ſympathy with your 
3 . ſorrows, and thoſe of the other. 
3 whats of the Deceas'd, as to make 


him decline preaching at her funeral, 


| £Z his ſolicitations en gaged me to perform 


S this ſervice, Soon after my coming to 
' Ware 1 received your kind Letter, 
praying that my journey might be for 
3 or, in your own, words, that. 

* Gop. would reward my endeavours, 
40 by bleſſing them with ſucceſs. This 
encouraged me to hope my labour 
| ſhould not be in vain. Thanks be to. 
Gop if it hath not proved ſo. In a 


further compliance with your deſires 


and united expectations, the Sermon 
then preached is here publiſhed, and _ 
put into your hands. And thus having 


7 20 Dy Wah it is in your power t to Nd i 


w DEDICATION. 
it, whole or in, parts, as you pleaſe. 
iT pray Gop it may promote your de- 
votion, as well as excite and aſſiſt the 
devotion of others to whom you ſhall 
recommend the reading of it, by warm- 
ing your and their breaſts with ſuch ar- 
dent requeſts to Gop as thoſe which are 
contained in the Text. An earneſt de- 
fire that God would make us to know 
our end, &c. is not only proper at a 
funeral, but is very fit to be made the 
et of our daily prayer. 
© Surely, Sir, Tome of your pre eſent 
ſolitary hours will be improved in pious 
exerciſes. And now ſetting about them, 
probably, you will find yourſelf better 
diſpoſed to converſe with the oh world, 
than when you was at eaſe and rejoicing | 
in the comforts of an agreeable ttle- 
ment in his world. The loſs of a Wite 
whom Gop enabled ts become ſovevery 
way ſuitable to you, and who was bee. 
ore deſervedly the chief object of | 
Affection upon earth, : ſhould now. carry 
your affections more vigorouſly to thoſe 
things that are above; where Grigisn | 
2.4 3 AE 18 
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bear with a becoming meekneſs this 


life; then a 
9 ing after the beaventy ba 
_ Fans | . 
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is at fe: rig abt hand wes Goes: nl with 
whom 1 ybu haue great reaſon to 
hope) the Soul that was lately ſo dear 
to you, is made happy. 2hrif an hopes 


will lead you to think much more on 


that part wlich is gone into immorta- 
lity, 


can now ſend up to heaven, the more 
vill you get above the enſnaring influ- 
ence of earthly things, in the conduct 
of your remaining years; and the more 
will you deſire to improve in the divine 
life, till you ſhall reach the perfection 
and the joys of Eternity. I promiſe 
myſelf,” that in this attempt to raiſe and 


I fpiricualize-: your affections, I. ſhall be 


more acceptable to you, becauſe 
your good latter directed me thus to or- 


der my prayers for you: . That Gop . 


e would enable you, by his grace, to 


« Aſlickive providence; and whatever 
“ ſufferings — allotted you in this 
your pi ious a bet 


liey, than on that which is now laid in 
the dat. The ſtronger affections you 
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n 8 . my — , CY 
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e mee eee 


| infinite % joy, with Gop and CHRIST. But 
fo far as their meeting ſhall be of any 


repreſented in a manner that aggra- 


meeting together that have been the pro- 
moters of each other s happineſs. But ſup- | 1 


DEDICATION. 
a happy meeting. with your beſt and. 
moſt beloved friends in the poſſeſſion 

I am not ſo ſure, chat pious relati· 1 
ons and intimate friends here on earth M8 
ſhall meet in the very ſame part of the | 
heavenly regions, or be appointed to 


one and the /ame manſion; as I am ſure 


that they ſhall be placed, to their own 


importance to each other's felicity, there 
is reaſon to expect it. For ſome ſhall 
be able to ſay, Lord, here we are, 
and thoſe whom thou haſt given us; 
and ſome ſhall be made a joy and a 
crown to others in their being glorified 

together. And as the 3 of 
them that lived together upon earth i is 


vates the pains of bell; ſo the joys of 0 
heaven may be greatned by thoſe +. 5m | 


poſing this to be the caſe, yet we are not 
to 8 KN ſuch kind of enjoyn ents and | 


| pleaſures, 


DED 10 410 * vii 


Y pleaſures, as thoſe: which endear mor- 
tal bodies one to another. For fleſh 
and blood, as our's now is, cannot 
„ inherit the kingdom of -Gop in hea- 
* ven. There will be no marrying, 
or giving in marriage, amongſt the 
F Chil en of the Reſurrectiom; for 
den tha beias the Angels ef Gov,” 
1 | all of them receiving their reſpectivt 
[ being s from Gop himſelf, and not from 
one en N laid when pious 
relations and friends do meet in >the 
I fame heavenly manſions, they will cer- 
tainly meet with the higheſt and nobleſt 
Y pleature. They will PER without fing 


every fault and end diſpoſition will be 


done away on all fides. They will meet 
in great beauty and glory, when theſe 
vile bodies ſhall be made like the g/o- 
rious body of the Son of Gop. Ha 
they will meet with all th 
Loowleage and lave and /ifein 3 
Ibis felicity of 1 meeting in the King- 
dam of Chriſt above, is conſequent up- 
con our being members of the Kingdom 
or Church of Chriſt here on earth: 1 
14 would 


” pleaſures oo 
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would therefore upon this occaſion; and 
. while: your thoughts: are employed af 
ter this manner, engage y gu, Sir, to be- 


come a anember of the church of Chriſt 


by your own. facramental' ſurrender. 
You: have a very great motive to this, 
in the account given at the tloſe of the 
uidg Sermon; of Her that is gotten 
W you: into the: kingdom of Glory, 
as ſhe was before- ith you in en- 
tring 22 If this 
advice be acceptable tot ybu, as mf 
ade r dag e et lg may le 5 
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2 Load DYE me to Know mine end; 
DE, and tl the PER my. days, what 
Fut it is: that 1 I may kriow how frail 
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Pugerals, we may take's general View 0 
of it for common iniſtruction upon all = 
ſuch mour mournful' occaſions 5/ and eſpecially - 1 
better improvement of the preſenta iQtive/grd- 4 
videncs!': The death of friends, ig often at.. 
tended with complicated troubles; or however FH 
it brings otber troubles to mind, by which.men * 
are often thrown” into deep and When ' muſings "Nj 
_ througl#a'contraſt of paſſions/>'We'ate theres 1 
fore taught, how 'to behave outſelves under 
ſuch exefciſes whether they ariſe from any i 2 
relation's death, or from gs troubles thas- = 


| company this, o as to receive den, . 


me chall learn how to give went to our im 
Seien in in a way yt Ape 0 a and 


2 A Funeral Sermon, &c. 


comfort from Gop; and alſo to guard againſt 
the reproaches of thoſe, who are ready to 
give ludicrous; and evil rurns, to every calamity 
_ befalls a good man. 
<<. ſaid J will take heed to my ways, that 1 
7 —— not with my tongue *.” When the 
mind labours under uneaſineſs, it is of great 
importance to take heed both to our ways, and 
th-our words. This ought to be dur cart; 
more eſpecially, when perſons that have 10 
enſe of religion, or that are prejudiced againſt 
een of it, are in our company and 
obſervers of us. I will keep my mouth as 
“ with a bridle, while the wicked is before 
* mee” | :Dawid's concern in this maxter, ſeal 
up; his lips fer- 4 time: But he fqund that 
[-1 hotel filence exoited and increaſed his inward 
—— cc „ held imy 
peace, even from „ and my ſorrow was 
altirred · . | Grief baraſſes the mind, and 
makes it reſtleſs; till it can find a vent: And 
here, we learn the beſt; way of giving it vent; 
naniely by addreſſing ourſelves in prayer unto 
ob. My heart Was hot within me; while 
I was muſing the fit burned : then ſpake I 
45 drr tongue. Lord, make xo dee 
21 — dnn 15119. ft 10 5 2 ne 21 


72 N er. g, NY have eee of 


f gr jey aſſionatel for the _—_ y n 2 
pos: adviſe 4005 70 get this Pfalm by — TE 


ehe was — whether” that advice he been fo 


uith his tongue. Jer. „ er. 3. 


„ eine 
2 6% 


Then Pope wat, That he was ill learning, the fipſt verſe, 


A F uneral Sermon, &c: 3 
JS, 


3 « wine end, and the . meaſure of my da 
© what it is,” that may know how frat. T 
5 am * We cannot pray for any 1 of 
greater importance to . chan 4 right Know- 
edge of 047 end; whereby we ſl kick to 
wa re our days, fo as to know our fratly, 
and the ſhortneſs of this preſent life, that we 
may not neglect”; any neceffary wotk; -nor take 
any affliction 70 much to heart.” When the dpirit 
of the Pfilmiſt was ſadned and grieved at the 
roſperity of the wicked, as he deſcribes it in 
pk falm + ; he was then caſed, and: his 
riefs were laid, by looking to 3 Ld 
Tere he gives vent to his deep, and (f 
time) ſuppreſſed ſorrows, by deſiring to 
his own 2:4. And then meaſuring his days 55 
rel & to his end, he adds rien bare), re: = 
hold thou Baff made my days as an han 
ee breadth, mipe age is as thing before thee * 
Our age is as nothing when 5 55 ed with 6 
duration of Gop F. It is 0 th in Gobꝰs eſti 
mate, as we are mortal? *. «Verit every man 5 
ne beſt ſtate (or fettled Rate) is alt ether 
. Vanity. 1 82 Surely every man walken in a 
vain ſhew (or in an image.)“ In the preſent 
> there is more .imagery than reality.” 
;  <- Surely" need are diſquieted in vain: He 
5 up /i ores, and knoweth not who ſhall 
them +.” Under this conviction of the 


turns of le and the ech of its en- 

eng j I bl tanks. I Ver. 5. 3 hal. cii. 31s 
12 | _ XC. 4. T Ver, 6. 5 | 
B 2 YL i joyments, 


[197 


$ A Funeral Seri” Kc. : 
joyments, (and into what hands they ſhall go) the 


next words are Now, Lord, 5 wait 1 for ? 
My hope is in Thee . This 1 may probably 
refer to ſome great hope and expectation the 
P/almiſt had entertained, which by a remark- 
able turn of ; providence ſeem'd intirely cut off. 
Hereby his ſins, former and later, were brought 
to his e ee and therefore he prays 
for deliverance from theſe, which were the only 
diſcouragements to his religious hope. De- 
* liver me from all my tranſgreſſions, and 
<© make me not the reproach of the fooliſh. I 
is wasdumb, Io . not my mouth, becauſe 
« thou didſt it“. This ſpeaks a regard to 


fome humbling ſtroke which was the fruit of 


and in w ich he ſaw the hand of Gop fo 
oh that he durſt not open his mouth. He 
look d upon himſelf as even periſhing and 
waſting away, unleſs Gop was pleaſed in merey 
to-compallionate, his caſe, and to avert further 
deſerved n . Remove thy ſtroke 
away from me, for Iam conſumed by the 
en „ blow of thine band +. When thou with 
* rebukes doſt correct man for inquity, oo 

e makeſt his beauty to conſume away 
«. moth: ſurely every man is vanity ab, e e. e- 
ſpecially, when he falls under ſuch rebukes.) 
Thether it be by a bodily diſtemper, or by any 
other blaſt, that the beauty of a man, or the 
things that make him eſteemed and deſired, 
are conſumed; the apprehenſion of this may 


t ver y. * Ver. 8, 9. 1 Ver. 10. | Ver. 11. 
| well 
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welle excite the molt ardent Prayers. to be accept- 
ed, both for the remiſſic on of ſins, and for re- 


% # © + 


The words I have choſen * 25 beet * 
the enſuing diſcourſe, if they are conſidered 
with. a due regard to the whole tenor and jm- 
port of this-Plalm, may be paraphraſed thus: 
Lord, make. me lo know. mine end, &c. i. e. 
« Cauſe me to have a deep and conſtant ſenſe 
* * of the anpropehy. of death: And as to the 

© meaſure o my days, do thou ſhew me how 
bet 9 it, that I ma know and ſee the 
* * Failty and ſhortneſs of my own life, as well 

© as that of others 1 in general: And may learn 
c from hence, to manage my joys and de- 
© fires, my grief and cares while I am here / on 

«earth, as. becomes one-whoſe days are N 
6 by the juſt and wiſe 150 I ment of * WD, 
*«toa very narrow compa 8. 
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The words thus explained direct our 7 
tations to the TY following important he he G: 


iq ps WAY a right Enowle Ye 48; aur end $3 
moſt defirable thing, 15 0s ght to be the mat- 
Yer of our moſt earneſt prayers, . 

II. We ſhould: alt 105 e that Gov would 
teach us to meaſure our days, or to com ute 
them as he has directed Us, that We may Tu 
in a religi z0us ſenſe. how "frail v err, 

III. The defire of this knowledge ſhould be 
for this good purpoſe, that we may conduct our 
affairs, and manage ourſelves, as to all our at- 


fections and paſſions, ſo, that we may comport 


with the appointments of Goy in his n the 
Tags of this en, 1 Ne 1 


Bf 1 i 1 


. $444 {9 84111 . 
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| 4 4701 Ki a NAP boat 2 of. our end, {5x 
of our death which is 4 
firable thing, and . to 5 the Hetleß of 
our earneſt prayers." 
The Pſalmiſt here tesclleth us not only 
order our pra yers, in common with others, 


10 may all know the end of human life, 35 it 


s appointed unto men on to die; But ey 
fog ye 91 18 here led to Lord, 255 
nie to know : pine 10 " Wo us o deutz to 
ns it, that we may be inclined and ena- 
bled, A grace, every, man, diſtinly to 
ſet hit own departure out of this world before 
Bim, and to attend an to the I 


of 4. 


any 


1 
2 
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many are more or 
f;or awhile; yet how rare is it for any one 


—_—— 
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Many heat of death, and at times will talk 


of it too; and tis very common t6 think of dy- 


„ fo as to ſettle men's affairs in this world, 


C1 400 to diſpoſe of what they leave behind them; 
and yet in doing this, they may have no truly 
7 | religious thought of their end. Their quitting 


this bodily life is not thought on ſo, as to engage 


5 thernſelves to live in an habitual "wiſe expecta- 


tion of their diffolation, and preparation for it. 


Sometimes men are ſtruck with accounts of the 


death of ſuch as are cut off unexpectedly, 
when juſt come to a good eſtate; or when 


8 taken away in the midſt of life and: nſefulneſs; 


or when 1 it is a death -_ comes near to them- 
{elves. "But — — pon different accounts, 
eſs aflected with ſuch — 


nitently and humbly to lay his hand upon Nas 
Heart, and ſay; „I know that thou wilt 
* Me unto death, and to the hou 5 e 


e“ for all living!” 


It is this knowledge of our mr that is the 
great thing to be dehired by us; and for the at- 
tainment of which we oughit moſt devoutly 
afid earneſtly to offer our requeſts to Go 


Tord, mute ne fo Fnow mine end, othetwile, 1 


thall not know) it as 1 onglit to 01 Let us 


Bere poniitler, e 
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8 A Funeral Sermon, 8 
2. When the knowledge, 9, aur end is ſucb, | 
a0 CT the ſucceſs of this prayer 5 6110 
„ ii en 25. « „ti: 

1. It ln that we ſhould: make the eligions- 
viedge of our end the matter of our 12 57 
tunate prayer, becauſe ſuch knowledge i is only 
to be gained by prayer. Wo 
This will appear by conſidering, that nei 
ther ſilent muſings under great ſorrow. in our - 
ſelves, nor taking our meaſures from the faſhion | 
Te ci will oY: to es 


i; N 


— 99115 


þ E 500, 334) SI 
Silent muſings, and grieving in aurſelves 
will not, produce. the right. knowledge, Af. Sur 
end. Our ſorrows may, be greatly ſlirted, but 
our thoughts will net be cafried to the We 
end and deſign of them, . * praye 
Go in ſome; ſuch language as this f — 4 
vout Pfalmiſt. When the mind is under aſto+ 
niſhment, and the tongue Hilenced with grie ciby 
complication of troubles, unleſs-we, 
dere is no; ſuch thing as looking beyond: the ge 
ſent diſtreſs;, But ſuppoſe it — 
future proſpect ihoul * 
the preſent cars yet. fac, ma 
future ſcenes of 
the realizing views of the 1 
when life itſelf miſt come to a perio d 
| from Gop, the Father of Spirits, 


great Judge eternal, that g 
f chings inviſible. muſt come. And, by 
3 775 ons, the thoughts of death 


A Funeral Sermon, Kc. 9 
truly religious, and are made maſt profitable 
to us. Therefore, as theſe come from Gon, 
ſo it follows that prayer to Him is needful to 
fix ſuch impreſſions upon our minds. It is-thib 


knowledge of our end, and this only, that 


will. become productive of an. habitually; wiſe 
and pious conduct, both in regulating our in- 
ward thoughts and paſſions, and in rightiy or: 
dering our converſation. es „Me I-——I blow 


Further: We ſhall not learn fan: chai ad- 
vice or conduct of our 207 /dly acquaintance; 
to take to heart the thoughts of death in a 
ligious way. If we look to the faſhionoof this 
world, and the manner of the generality g of 
mankind, we cannot but obſerve many, expe- 
dients that they have, to put away from them 


all religious thoughts: of death. There is fuck 


a natural a — to think on this avyful change, 
ſuch ia covetoufneſs of preſent things upon the 
bare of others, or. ſuch vanity and gaiety of 

- indulged to overcome forrow ;-thatctill 
Bon, makes: the thoughts of death take hold 
_ bf the heart, and inclines it to attend: to them, 
ve find that no 1 mortality are mind- 
ed. In fimes 0 of fi ſickneſs, every thing muſt be 


ſaid to keep t'the apprehenſions of dying, 
 thouyls is viſibly approaching. Every 
ching — to raiſẽ deceitful hopes ot lite; 


and —— is catebed at, rather than give 
way to the ſerious nee ing 
and bring ſeem m mõ. mn. 205 Leih 
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10 A Funeral Sermon, &c. 
Upon the death of a near relation or an in- 
timate friend, They who are moſt concerned to 
improve ſuch providences, muſt be kept from 
looking into ſo gloomy a manſion as the grave. 
Let others attend their funerals, who are leſs 
likely to be moved at what paſſeth; and not 
they, who are moſt apt to receive tender and 
pious impreſſions. This is the faſhion of the 
world! Then, as ſoon as may be, let a- 
muſements and diverſions be contrived, to pre- 


vent ſolitude and a mind's attending to the 


thoughts of death. The more we obſerve theſe 
kinds of management, and what Hhiftings and 


contrivances there are, to hide the terrors of 


death, and all the awful conſequences of it; 
the more ſhall we be convinced that it is the 
work of Go, to teach ny one religiouſly to 
Rur bis latter end. 

It is therefore noddful to pray, that Gang by 
by grace, would conquer the averſion which is 
in our corrupt hearts to the thoughts of death; 
and that He would guide us, by his good word 


and Spirit, to all thoſe meditations upon it, that 
ſhall e us to become 880 wiſe, and good. 


N 21 


F us nent Na” When 40 . 
ledge of our end is ſuch, as to evidence the: fut+ 


Cefs! of), thes prayer. What effects bath this 
knowledge of death upon us, as to our parting 


with this world; as to the finiſhing our ſtate of 
trial for another world, and as to our care to 


ſtand Prepared for both? T he knowledge of our 


Tv | | 4 | end, 


{ 


\ 


f 


{ 


\ 


F 
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A Funeral Sermon, &c. tr 
end, in the Pſalmiſt's ſenſe, implies the know- 
ledge of every thing relating to it, ſo as to 
ſhew that we act under the continual influence 
of our expecting ſuch a change. If our know- 
ledge of death, comport with that -ſenſe of 
it which is deſcribed i in the Pſalm before us, we 


ſhall be led, 
Firſt, to know it, as the end of all the en- 


joyments, and of all the troubles too, of this 
life. The context plainly ſhews, that the Au- 


thor of this funeral ode was greatly affected 
with the conſideration of both theſe. There- 
fore he obſerves that men are vainly diſquieted 
in their ſeeking to gain abundance of this 
world's goods, and to heap up riches. And 
their envies and troubles are as vain, when they 
ſee others gain and enjoy the things which are 
denied to them. They ought to conſider how 


ſhort and uncertain all theſe enjoyments are, 


and that no man knows, who ſhall gather and 
enjoy the fruits of all his toil and care, after he 
is dead. And then we ſhould confideralſo the vex- 
ations and afflictions of this life, that when death 


comes it puts an end to all theſe. © There the 


« wicked ceaſe from troubling, and there the 
« weary are at reſt.” The Apoſtle would have 
the Corinthians to conſider both theſe, that 
they who 7eoiced, might be as though they 

* rejoiced not, and they that pt, as thou 


« . hy! wee not, becauſe the time is wn 7. * 


30 Ban ol ea ae 121 . 151 
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Secondly: If the knowledge of our end be 
ſuch as is here prayed for, we ſhall know it 
to be the end of our time of trial for another 
world. At death there is not only a conclu- 
ſion of all the buſineſs and cares, the joys and 
ſorrows of this preſent life, but there is a con- 
cluſion alſo of all preparations for a better life, 
There is not an end put to our beings, but the 
Spirit that goes cut of, the body at death enters 
into an endleſs ſtate of duration. If ſuch a 
ſpirit be ſuited to the employments of heaven, 
and the delights of that bleſſed world, it is ad- 
ded to the number of the Spirits of the juſt 
made perfect. And, on the other hand, if it 
is ſuited to a ſtate of ſtrife and diſorder, vice 
and ſenſuality, it's end is deſtruction from the 
preſence of the Lord. As the tree falls ſo it lies, 
and as death leaves us judgment will find us. 
This is commonly known, and ſometimes re- 
cited with the lips, but how ſeldom are men 
engaged hereby to a diligent improvement of 
the means of their future ſalvation, and to act 
as thoſe that know the end of life doth moſt 
certainly put an end to the Goſpel day of grace 
FBehold now is the accepted time, behold now 
“is the day of ſalvation! Therefore, 
Thirdly: To know one's end as we ptay to 
Gop to make us know it, is to have ſuch a 
ſenſe of What relates to it, both in the pre- 
{ent and future world, as to prepare diligently 
for it. Serious and deep impreſſions of dying. 
are uſually the beginning of wiſdom, and of 


** 
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the fear of the Lord. By attending to the 
awful conſequences of a ſoul's going out of 
this world, converts are made from ſin, and 
from ſeeking of an earthly happineſs, to holineſs 
and Gon and heaven. As by divine grace a 
ſenſe of their latter end is kept, more or leſs, 
upon the minds of men, ſo they are generally 
taught to improve in the beſt things.  Where- 
as, if a man be once led to caſt off the thoughts 
of death, or to make light of it, and trifle with 

the. repreſentations of a future ſtate, we ſee 
that ſuch men's religion is preſently loſt and 
gone. To know therefore our end, in a re- 
ligious ſenſe, is to know that death is the : 
wages of ſin, and that hereby we are expoſed 
to an after ſtate of torment : And if we would 
prepare for the firſt, ſo as to eſcape the ſecond 
death, fin muſt be repented of, and we mult 
earneſtly ſeek deliverance from all our. tranſ- 
greſſions before Go ſhall call us to judgment. 
We muſt believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt with 
all our hearts, who was manifeſted to take 
away our fin, an i who is able to fave unto the 
uttermoſt, [or perfectly and for ever] thoſe who 
come unto Gop through him. We muſt ac- 
tually devote ourſelves: to him, in the Goſpel 
covenant; to be ruled, if we would: be ſaved, / 
by him. And we muſt. do the works of him 
that hath called-us, while the day of life laſts, 
becauſe there is no work nor device in the grave, 
to which we are haſting. Every thing that is 


: 1 to our dying in faith, and _— 
4 an 


14 A Funeral Sermon, &c. 
and being received into the kingdom of Chriſt 
Jeſus; is implied in the Scripture ſenſe of know- 
ing our end. Then, and then only, are our 
prayers to Gop ſucceſsful that he would make 
us to know our end, when we are taught / to 
know it 'as to prepare diligently for it, that we 
may not have the guilt of any known ſin to 
burthen our conſciences, and that we may not 
die in any one inſtance of unbelief or uncha- 
1 7 15 20914; * en 
To aſſiſt us in making this happy end, and 
to engage our attention to it, J proceed to the 
next general hedde. e 


II. It is very deſirable that Gop would teach 
us to meaſure our days, or to compute them in 
ſuch a manner, as to know how frail we are. 
A due attention to this will put us on making 
haſt, and not delaying, to keep Gop's com- 
mandments *. n ett 5 0 

We are not to expect, or pray for, the 
knowledge of the certain time of our death, 
which can only be known by a ſpecial revelation 
from Gop. For though ſome may have inti- 
mations and ſignals of the approach of death, 

that ſhall raiſe and quicken their attention to it, 
yet it is not to be made the matter of prayer, 
that we may be taught to compute how long, to 
a day or a year, our life ſhall continue. I know 


oy 
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the tranſlation of the Pjalms in the common- 
prayer book, runs as if this was the ſenſe of 
my text: Lord, make me to know mine end, 
«and the number of my days, that I may be 
e certified how long I have to live.” But, in 
the literal ſenſe, this would not be a prayer ac- 
cording to the will of Gop; ſince we know it 
is Gop's will, that the fime of every one's 
death, as well as the general diflolution of the 
world, ſhould be kept a /ecret with himſelf; 
and that we ſhould live ind act as thoſe that 
daily expect to be called hence. Be ye there- 
fore ready, for in ſuch an hour as ye think 
* not, the Son of man cometh *.“ From 
hence we may conclude, that when the P/al- 
mi/} prays to know the meaſure of his days what 


it is, [or what time he hath here, as the mar- 
gin renders it] it muſt be underſtood only of 


ſuch a knowledge of the term of life as the 


Scriptures ſuggeſt, together with his on re- 


ligious and prudent obſervation of things, that 
he might ſuit himſelf to the will and onal 


ment of God in this ſtate of mortality. v 

Three things may be implied in this requeſt 
to know the meaſure of our days, or the time 
| — on eaten nontl tn e 04 ige 


_ Firſt, That we ſhould: have a N e ſenſe of | 


our days having their mesure. 


None die by chance and at randoin;' but ac- 


cording to ſome rule and meaſure, either in na- 


Matt. xxiv. 44. 
ture, 
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26 A Funeral Sermon, &. 
ture, or in the moral government of Goy. 


Some human bodies are built, in their original 
frame, for a ſhorter, and others for a longer 


continuance; and in this reſpect cur days may 


be meaſured by him who knows our frame, 
according to the natural courſe of things. But 
then further, ſome lives may be lengthened out 
by the ſpecial appointment of heaven, — 
others may be ſhortened for wiſe and good pu 
poſes, as the. rectoral and on nnn is of 
Hon ſhall directe. ; 
Sometimes men are taken ai by thei; ju 
Weist hand of the Great Ruler of the world, 
on account of their own. vices, and to prevent the 
zucregſe and ſpreading of their wickedneſs. 
For ſin, when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth 
death, though in a courſe of nature, and ac- 
eording to out ward appearance, life might con- 
tinue much longer. The meaſure of our days, 
In theſo reſpects, is With Gop; and known only 
from hisiwiſe counſels and determinations, who 
is the. Sovereign both of lit and death. Inithis 
view 06 ſpea ks of the days of man Being Aer 
ter mined and of the mumber of bis months King 


they cannat paſs. Every man is ſaid to acchm- 
'pliſh as an ireling his: day“. -According:to 
every man's time and ortavity, ſo Gop _ 


| Job xiv. 5. 


will 


with Gong whd: appointeth ſuch -bounds;:lac 
cording to the different —— tr men that 
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will not exceed its appointed bounds and mea- 
ſure, whether his work be done or not. 

- Secondly : We ſhould intirely refer it to Go 
to negſure out our days, and be content that he 
ſhould fox. the bounds of our time here on earth. 

Our, prayer then will be, to have ſuch per- 
1 and: knowledge of Gop's meaſuring 
out the days of life to every one, that we may 
be always ſubmiſſive to his wiſe -and ſovereign 
pleaſure, both as to our on death and the 
death of others. We ſhould. rather chooſe to 
have our days and times thus meaſured and 
bounded by Gop, than to be left to any ma- 
—— of our own, or to be pub into, the 

wer of others. Pd © 

I have ſomewhere met with, an bien 8 
— wg the time of man's life — on 
earth by an hour glaſs,” with its ſands running. 
The upper part of the glaſs was painted with a 
cloud covering it: the lower part was clear and 
open to every eye. At the bottom was this in- 
{cription, BEHOLD THE EMBLEM Or HUMAN 
LIF EI The meaning of it is this. You may 
look into the lower part of the glaſs, and ob- 
ſerve the number of ſands that have run. Vou 
may compute the days you have lived, and 
from thence may certainly conclude that the 
more ſands you ſee in the Joer, the fewer ſands 
remain in the upper part of the glaſs. But as 
that is covered with a cloud, ſo it is knoyyn only 
to bim who ſits above the clouds, whether the 


remaining ſands ſhall run out to the full age of 


* 
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man, or whether they ſhall ſtop of a ſudden, 

en life come to an unexpected end. 
Thus the number of our days is with Gov, 
a0 known to him only ; and therefore we 
ſhould live as thoſe, whoin all future time, ate 
waiting the appointment of Gop. There is a great 
deal of religion and true devotion in being thus 
enabled from the heart to utter thoſe words in 
Palm xxxi. 14, 15. I truſted in thee, O 
* Lord, I ſaid thou art my Gedi my times 
te are in thy hand. This leads me to add, 
Thirdly : ” When God teacheth us this knows 
ledge of the time we have here, we ſhall ex- 
ereiſe a daily and conſtant dependance upon him, 
Life is wholly dependant upon the will of 

Gon. Therefore St. Fames dlects us to fay, 
6“ If the Lord a, we ſhall live, and do this 
fr or chat L. All life is 16 entireſy from Gop, 
at dur Saviour ſays, a Sparrow doth der 
© fall to the ground without our Father .“ 
And even they who are ſlain by what we ac 
count - meer accidents and caſualties, yet the 
Setipture faith their lives are delivered up to ſuck 
Caſualties by the providence ef Gob. We 
cannot- have a fuller proof of this; in the 
caſe of a man's being killed by a mere acei- 
9927 than by comparing the xxi. of Exodys. 
with Deut. xix. 9. In Exodus it is ſaid, 
6 If a man lie not in wait, but Gov deliver 
5 e that „felt into his hand, "wu 4 
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bye, 


+ appoint him a place whither ke ſhall fleet” 


And when the - cities of refuge were appointed 


to which ſuch ſhould flee, in Deuteronomy, the 


following caſe is particularly mentioned as an 
example: When a man goeth into the wood 


© with his neighbour, to hew wood, and his 
te hand fetcheth a ſtroke with the ax to cus 
« doyyn a tree, and the head ſlippeth from the 
*© helye and lighteth upon his neighbour! that 


< he die, he ſhall flee unto one of theſe eities 


and live. What can be more plain, than 


Gop's. delivering up ſuch a perſon to be. ſlain 


by ſuch à caſualty, when we put botli places 
together? And if ſuch caſualties by — lifs 
i taken away, are under the direction of Go; 
much more are thoſe. diſtempers, which 


= an end to life, indications of the will of 


od, that death ſhould come in ſuch a man- 
ner? The knowledge of our end, therefore, 
and of the time we have to live, muſt imply a 
ſenſe of our dependance upon Gon, not anly 
for the continuance of life, — for the circums 


| Nances and manner of our death. We ought 


therefore, to know that our dependance is up- 
on _ far life, every day and hour that we 

From CO we _ ee to oh _ 
general head, | 
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25 A Funeral Sermon, 
that we may conduct our affairs, and govern 
our affections and paſſions; ſo as to comport with 


the will and appointment of Gop. 
H any defire to know the time they have to 


live, upon any other account than to ſerve the 
purpoſes of religion; that is, to comport with 


the divine appointment, their deſires are mere 
vanity, ot ſinful curioſity. To enquire of 
Soothfayers, or to conſult their calculations of 
births and deaths, is doubtleſs to go out of Gop's 


way. The Scripture hath” taught us the mea - 


fare! of our days ſufficiently to anſwer all the 


ends of piety, and managing our affairs through- 


out the changes of life, ſo as to get prepared for 


| death, whether it ſhall come in a ſudden, / or a 


more lingering Way. And this is the Know 
wor with which we ought to reſt! ſatisfied; 


We ſhould, therefore, fee tbe debe, of 5 


Gov and his ri ghteouſneſs, above every — 
that relates to this preſent life. In thus doir 


we are aſſured that orher things" ſball be added, 
o far as Gob ſees needful, and as long as he 
ſees good for at And no man that under- 


ſtands his own intereſt, would defire the e 


ments of this world upon other terms; that is, 


ſo as to prove his hurt, or to end in his firial 


ruin and condemnation, And ſince the mea- 


ſure of our days is with Gop, and he only fix- 
eth the bounds of life, we ſhould not preſume 


meaſuring out any febemes o life for our- 


ves, as t _ that put fur ihr chem their end: 
gta 5 n Mate, vi 75. 0 S191 % 
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A Funeral Sennen c. 21 
But ſhould give up ourſelves to the divine diſ- 


poſal, by a ſincere repentance, and faith un- 
feigned, "vieding ourſelves and all that we have 
to Go eber to the terms of the ee n 


covenant. Fs SE 
And then, Secondy, We ſhould nie and at 
is that know not, but our death is con- 


Tinually at hand. In the midſt of -life we are 4 
in death. For as the time of our departure 
hence depends on the will of Gop, he may 


call thoſe away that are young, as well as thoſe 
that are in years; and thoſe that are /frong, as 
well as the weak and ſickly. Vea how lien 


do we ſee thoſe that are moſt vigorous, and 
likely to continue a long time in this world, yet 


taken away by ſome violent diſtemper, or by 


ſome ſudden unexpected caſualties? While 


others are waiting for death, and it flies from 
them, theſe are ts away at a time er N85 


: look not for! it. 


The 8 of ki 1 * Gid i is 3 ol ; 


to know our end, is to conduct ourſelves i in all 
the affairs and changes of this preſent life, as as 
thoſe that have the c/o/e of it continually in view. 
And then are our prayers to Gop, to make us 
know the meaſure of our days, effectual and 
| ſucceſsful, -when we are brought to look upon 


every thing in this preſent world, as thoſe that 


are only paſſing through it; or that are for a 
little time ſojourners in it: A8 thoſe that habi- 


tually manage our concerns here, under a daily 


1 of. our — hence ta another 
ſtate of nente and as thoſe that hops for 
one more excellent, and more deſirable. "Thys 
to die daily, will be found no melancholy way of 
ſpending our days; but the beſt way of im- 
proving them, under all the changes — paſs 
aver us. This would teach us to enjoy all the 
good things of this life mare /afely, and to bear 
the evil things of it more patiently. To covet 
les for curſelves, and to do more good to others x 
and to uſe our time and talents for Gop, ſo as 
to promote the intereſt of our Lord: Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the advancement of his kingdom. 
In a word; this attention to our end, .would 
prevent, or cure, all extravagancics of affection 
and paſſion, whether things go well or ill with 
us. He who by daily prayer to Gon is thus 
taught to know his end, and the meaſure of 
his days, may. rejoice in the good ſucceſs of his 
prayers. He will be ready to meet death, may 
I not . to welcome it, whenever it comes. 
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Now from. what has. been aid we bt 
learn, 


_ Not wich the chovghts of life 
and an are under a ſuiſu 
dread of death, others make 700 light a matter 
of it, not confelering the awful open WAA 

of their diſſolution. 
We are not at our own difpaſl to live as we 
how 1 to die Nw we pleaſe; but, 9 


A Funeral Sermon, c. 23 
the Sovereign both of life and death, we att 
accountable to him for our conduct with: reſpect 
to both. Chriſtianity teacheth us whether 
5*- we live to live to the Lord; or whether we 
die to die to the Lord, fo that both living and 

Fc dying, we may be the Lord's 4. 8 * 


(2.) We learn from the farogala g Diſcou "Y 
that the igt knowledge of our end is to be ob- 
tained oniy by prayer to Gon. | The ſubſtanct 
of our prayers, and the ardor of thetn, muſt be” 
ſuch as we are led to by the example in the 
text. We may have many good notions both 
from books, and from converſation, concerning 
death as it is a diſſolution of the body, and as it is 
a tranflation of the ſoul to the region of ſpirits. 

We may have many uſeful and entertaining 
ſpecnfations about death's finiſhing our tate on 
earth, and our cares and enjoyments here: And 
about the body's returning to it's original duſt, 
which is a debt we owe to nature, and which 
is alſo the effect and fruit of fin: We may 
have many affecting apprehenſions of the dif- 
ferent Rate of the dead in the other world, ac- 

to their works done in this body: But 
to bring theſe things home to butrfelves, and to 
know'them ſ as to become truly ſerious and re- 
ligious by duch knowledge, this muſt be by fre. 
dent exereites of devotion, and importu 
urging this requeſt unto Gay, — Lord, male 
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me to know mine end! When we are con- 
verſing with thoſe who ate beſt able to direct 


us, and to aſſiſt us in the knowledge of our 

latter end, we ſhould earneſtly deſire their 
prayers : For we ſhall feceive much more help 
from prayer, than from the beſt advices without 


this. | 


3 ) Sung the meaſuge of our ry is RY 
God, we ſhould learn of to Near: death when 


we are in the way of our duten. 


Wbile we are acting as Gos requires we 


Gould, in thoſe ſtations wherein providence 
placeth us, whatever difficulties we have to en- 
Counter, and whatever dangers we are expoſe 


to, Gobi is able to hold our ſouls in life: and 
to continue us here on earth, till he hne 
compliſhed all that, in us for us and by us, 


| which ſhall render us fit for- a. mm immor- 


tality. 0 ** Ae 
A laviſh ** of As Aran men > valine 


many ſervices in life, which would add to their 


glory in a ſtate of recompence: But he that is 


not afraid to die, hath nothing elſe to fear, ſo 


long as he is emden to himſelf of makingat 
his care to walk uprightly and as becometh the 


Goſpel... That man is ſafe both in labouts and 


dangers; who is careful to 4h the will of his 
heavenly Father; and in ſo doing, daily to com- 
mit life and all that concerns it, to Him in 


* whoſe hand our breath is, and whole a are all 
our — 


GO 
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Gon, we ſhould learn 20 avoid ug Sing: that 
7s difpleafing to him. 
I o be cut off in Gop's difpleafure! is a dest 
thought. And when we conſider, that whatever 
expoſeth us tohis diſpleaſure, expoſeth us to death, 
= ſhould make us watch againſt every inſtance 
of diſebedience to his will. If his will be not ful- 
filled in thoſe thin gs he requireth of us, it will be 
fulfilled in his jade ſentence taking place upon 
us. The thought of this ſhould —. men from 
living in a any known fin, leſt Gop ſhould meaſure 


their days, by their filling up the meaſure of their | 


mniquities. The greater divine patience an 

long-ſuffering hath been, while the ſinner hard- 
neth his neck, the more reaſon: is there to fear 
ſome ſudden or violent ſtroke. It is juſt for 
Gop to ſay, that time, to ſuck a wilful _ 


4 * 1 more. | 


5) We ſhould learn "Es 4 bach bees 
„ to commit: ourſelves and all that concerns 


us, both i in life and death, ARE; i to the 7 


— 1211 8 

Me ſhould not mb our Antes about the 
time and day of our death, but rather keep our 
eye continually directed to him, who hath an 
undoubted right to call us hence whenever he 
pleaſeth. Our care ſhould be, in every circum- 


W e to ſet our end before us, becauſe 
. at 


i—H—ꝛ— 
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at ſuch a time, as perſons leaſt think of it, 2 
frequently comes. We ſhould! therufdre be 
ſpeedy; and loſe no time, in making a ſurrender 
of our ſelves unto Gop, according to the di- 
rection of the: Goſpel, through the ord Jeſus 
Chriſt, -and through the blood of the everlaſting 
covenant. And when we have in a covenant 
way devoted our ſelves to Gon, wé hauld be 
diligent in the diſcharge of every: duty, "wanting 
for the coming of o,ůp D ht. 
This dedication of our ſelues toi Gan; and 
waiting for the future iglorioug p ce. of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we are led ca, both by 
4 _ 3 Sallin a 11907 yd A 
18 1918972 f FR 
tg 1 115 ol; I 119992 il iet. dt-ent of 
＋ HE Death . Funeral bf. one; al Hor 
ſome years was a meinber of thifxdmmu- 
nion, and who died in the prime d herdaꝙs, Calls 
upon young perſons, in theircartirfitimelatknow- 
ledge and of religious impreſſions, to give 
themſelves to Gop. For this ſhe did, who now 
by the wiſe appointment of Gon a/ fetnoyved 
from this Chriftian:Soctety; to thealiemblyi(as | 
it is hoped) of the juſt made in Heaven. 
Mrs. Mary Dickinſon, whoſe interment o 
cafions this Difcourſe, was from fler 
(as I am informed) well and 1 puſly diſpoſed. 
This pious diſpofition happily: improved, as ſhe 
advanced in years. What may be mentioned 
as''a> conſiderable evidence of > this} was, cher 
1 conſcience of ' ſecret Prayer and devo- 


2 tion; ; 
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| tion Wwhichoſſie was obſerved early and daily. 
to do. Herein ſhe gave proof of her being a- 
mongſt the number of thoſe who are really 
more ſolicitons to approve: themſelves. to Gop, 
that /zetb in ſecret, than to gain the applauſe of 
en fellow Chriftians and obſer vers. 
I am encouraged to affirm this her wong iam 
tiows: regard: to ſecret: Prayer, from the: teſti- 
mony of one who knew her beſt, and had moſt 
frequent opportunities of obſerving her daily be- 
haviour. This cheriſſud a remarkable good con- 
duct in her love of Truth. And when it is con- 
ſideted, that ſincerity in her words and actions 
was:known ito be her true and proper chatac- 
ter, there is the greater reaſon to believe that 
her devation was from a truly religious; prins: 
ciple, and not from any: ſiniſter: motives or de- 
ſigns. It is a great character, to make conſcience: 
of ſeoret dutie. 6 4 0% anthab 
But, what was further taken notice of as 
an inſtance-of her piety,” was the dedication lof 
her ſelf to Go, in the Holy Communionc! 
Her ſeriouſneſs, upon this occaſion, was a great} 
comfort and Caisfaction to him, whom Gop 
hath placed as PAs ToR here. This was done, 
from — of it's being her duty; and it 
was her inclination, to remember with gratitude 
the love of her Redeemer according to his own 
inſtitution. And this is the more commendable, 
being at a time when the poſitive inſtitutions of 
are hs e profaned and ſlighted a- 
EA cage 
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mongſt many young people, and too n ne- 
9 by others. 

Her behaviour at the Lord': 's table! nite Wb. . 
ſerved to be devout and grave, but without af- 
fectation. She conſtantly frequented: this ſer- 
vice, as ſhe did other parts of religious worſhip, 
thou gh often under ſuch bodily diforders as are 
thought ſufficient to detain too many from the 
ain aſſemblies. - 

The reminding her of this Go dedi- 
cation of her ſelf to Gop, was obſerved. to have 

a greater effect than any other arguments that 
were offered, to ſupport her under the fear 
of death in her laſt moments. This was of 
great forcey-as He that attended her expreſſeth 
it, to weaken her 3 to this life; which 
did not under the moſt engaging circum- 
ſtances 4 — as to hinder her expreſſing a a 
deſire to be, above all . e to 
will of Gov. 195i 65 FRr 715 5 

It were greatly to W N that wee eo 

be encouraged by the conſideration of theſe things 
to: yield themſelves to Gop: in-ſacramentaltrant-. 
actions. You ſhould ſay one to another; . Come 
and let us join our ſelves to the Lord in a op 
<. petual covenant, that ſhall-not be 
A' covenant this, on: Gop's part ure, and well 
ordered in all things; and on our part highly 
reaſonable and beneficzat. In our being memi 
of that body of which CHRIS is the Head, lieth 


lr en — of Ty 2 ctical 8 For, 
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ſevered from CHRIS we can do nothing that 
ſhall be available unto ſalvation. Read John xv: 
6 firſt verſes: By a federal union with our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we are enabled to ſhew forth 
the virtues and graces that were in him. 
Sotit was in the caſe before us. Acts of piety 
toward Gop, led to a conſcientious diſcharge of 
all elative duties. The living are now witneſſes 
for the dead, that ſhe was reſpectful and obedi- 
ent, as different relations required. She was eſ- 
pecially dutiful to a grand parent, whole peculiar 
charge ſhe was, till it pleaſed God to bring her 
into a new relation, and to an houſe of her own; 
In the change of her condition, the: ſtill found 
favour, and great acceptance. She behaved 
with that prudence and diſcretion as to gain a 
growing eſteem, both from her huſfiand; and 
from other relatives. They ſawy daily more and 
mare reaſon to rejoice in a marriage that proved 
dſo ſuitable and agreeable on all hands. But 
ä What we call a Settlement, how ſoon, alas! is 
tit broken in upon, and all unſettlid again! Hap- 


0 py they, whoſe laſt change of condition ſhall 

0 prove the beſt; after which; their ſettlement is | 
a out of the reach of ſorrows, and of all painſuiu t: 
1 | ſeparations, and fareuils. Let me perſuade 4 
; you, my dear young friends, to turn your J 


1 thoughts ultimately and chiefly to ſuch a ſettle- 

ö ment as this. Every young perſon's death tells 
| FF you, that this is what you cannot ſeek after 700 
1 ſoon; and this only can render you_/afe and com- 

| Ffortable in other ſettlements for the preſent * 
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To cloſe all; Let me engage your hearts ta 

1 go along with me in offering this prayer to Gon; 

I That He would teaph us to now our: end, ſo as 
N yield, our ſelves to him, and to do it without 
= delay: That he would direct us ſo to meaſure ot 
5 4055 as to apply our hearts to true wiſdom; that j { 
we may promiſe no future enjoyments of life to 7 
our ſelves, but pc” ectifiſtent witha ſenſe of 


/ the nearneſs of our end: That the conſideration 7 
1 of this, may teach us to o enjoy the things of this 4 
1/8 world, and our friends in it, upon parting terms; 


E- and to bear the afflictiens and troubles with 
which we are now exerciſed; with meekneſs, 
alncd as thoſe A n. __ wil ſoon come to 
42 d. {1G OTH 
Thus let us prepare for a Ari out of 
this world, whenever Gop pleaſeth; looking 
and waiting for things infinitely greater and bet. 
ter in another world. There are friends ready 
to receive us into everlaſting habitations; when 
. we are removed from houſes and friends here 
* upon earth, if we die in the faith and abedience 
3 of the Goſpel. And then we, with them, 
ſhall inherit eternal life, and all the endleſs 
pleaſures of | 4ndwledge; and lou, in the kings 
dom of our Lord and ene e 8 | 
”P o whom Ge. WAY 2 g "IN" OF Ae | 
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